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Reading Al Fatiha in prayer 

Surah Fatiha in Salah 

I hope all of you are adapting your Salah according to Sunnah. 

Today we will learn how surah Fatiha is recited in Salah, so far we have learnt  
about ablution, intentions, purifying yourself , clothing or covering yourself, 
where to place hands during Salah, how to start Salah ,Takbeer e Tehrima,  
opening prayers of Salah and we learnt a few supplications. This is beauty of 
our Deen that we pray many different prayers and make strong connection 
with Allah. Start memorising those supplications and then start reading them 
during your Salah as they have been taught by our beloved prophet pbuh.  

We should make these opening Salah prayers part of our daily Salah, so we are 
following Sunnah and we will remember them while recited regularly. More we 
beautify our Salah and then our connection with Allah gets better and closer.  

Summary of one Hadith is that some people read Salah all their life but only 
gets one tenth of the rewards , or one ninth or one eighth or so on and some 
only rakes half of their Salah rewards with them. We need to be careful and try 
as best as we can so we get full rewards of our Salah. 

We need to correct our Salah so that we can make connection with Allah and 
get full rewards in Sha Allah. 

We must make our Salah better by reciting Quran beautifully, decorate it with 
Duas and show our humbleness to our Lord.  We should embellish our Salah by 
reciting consciously.   

We should Read Salah as soon as time starts, only a hypocrite will sit around 
and wait till the end time for Salah specially the Asar Salah. (Summery of hadith) 

It’s very important to complete our Salah with all the rules and protocols so 
that we get full benefits & rewards. It’s said that Salah will talk on the day of 
judgement and it will say how best we tried to perform. We need to make sure 
that Salah talks in our favour on that day.  

We need to read or Salah with love of Allah & with full concentration.  

ُمۡؤِمُنۡوَن   ۡل ۡد َاۡفلََح ا َخاِشُعۡوَن    ﴾۱﴿  َق ۡم  ِِتِ
َ

َل ِِفۡ َص ِذۡۡيَ ُُهۡ 
َ ل    ﴾۲﴿  ا
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1. Successful are the believers. 2. Those who are humble in their prayers. 
(Surah al-Mumenoon) 

We must follow the Sunnah and make our Salah an ibadah (meditation) not 
just a habit. We have to safeguard our Salah, so practically make sure we are 
doing it properly and reciting beautifully, we also need be humble in our Salah 
& make connection /talk to Allah.  

We need to safe guard our Salah and be humble and In sha Allah we will get 
Jannatul Firdose through our Salah.  

 

How we should read surah al Fatiha in Salah? 

After opening Duas we recite Tawuz.  

 
َ ِه أ  َْفِث ن َْفِخِه َو ن ِزِه َو ِم ِِمْ ََهْ ِجي َ ر  ل اِن ا ْيَط

َ ش  ل ِم ِِمَ ا ْلَعِلي ِميِع ا َ س  ل ِ ا َ ُذ ِِبّلل    " ُعو
"I seek refuge in Allah, All-Hearing and All-Knowing from the accursed devil, 
from his evil suggestion (hamz), from his puffing up (nafkh), and from his 
spitting (nafth)"  Sunan Abi Dawud 775 

Then we recite Tasmiya; 

ِم  ِحْي َر  ل ِن ا ْْحٰ َر  ل ِ ا ْسِم ّللا    ِب
In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

 

How we should recite Tawuz & Tasmiya, loud or quietly? 

 

We learn from Ahadith that recitation of Quran will be loud but Tawuz and 
Tasmiya will be read quietly. This is how holy prophet pbuh read. 

Holy prophet pbuh used to start with surah Fateha recitation by saying it out 
loud and he read Tawuz & Tasmiya in his heart.  

We sisters (females) will recite Tawuz & Tasmiya (quietly) and Fatiha recitation 
just loud enough so we could hear it for ourselves. Don’t read very loud to 
disturb others, even when we are alone in the room, we should read just loud 
enough that only our ears could hear it. 

We can or cannot read Tawuz & Tasmiya quietly (in our heart) for 2nd, 3rd and 
4th unit (Raka’a) there is not hard and fast rule on this.  
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Imam (the person who is leading Salah) will start surah Fatiha loud (after 
reciting Tawuz & Tasmiya quietly in his heart); we all followers will recite surah 
Fatiha in our hearts.  

We learn from Ahadith that we should recite surah Fatiha in our hearts behind 
an imam.  

Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet pbuh , Abu Bakr ra and `Umar ra used to 
start the prayer with "Al hamdu li l-lahi Rabbi l-`alamin (All praise is but to 
Allah, Lord of the Worlds). Sahih al-Bukhari 743 

Anas ra reported: I observed prayer along with the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
and with Abu Bakr, Umar and ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with all of them), 
but I never heard any one of them reciting Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim 
loudly. Sahih Muslim 399 a 

Imam ibn e Tamiya ra said that all those who have knowledge of hadith agree 
on this that imam doesn’t read Tasmiya louder.  

Try your best not to yawn during Salah, if you can’t stop it then cover your 
mouth with your hands and should not make any kind of sounds.  

Surah al Fatiha in Salah  

'Ubada b. as-Samit reported from the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon 
him ):He who does not recite Fatihat al-Kitab is not credited with having 
observed the prayer. Sahih Muslim 394 a 

Narrated 'Ubada bin As-Samit: Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Whoever does 
not recite Al-Fatiha in his prayer, his prayer is invalid." Sahih al-Bukhari 756 

We must recite Surah Al Fatiha in our Salah. 

Narrated Ubadah ibn as-Samit: We were behind the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
at the dawn prayer, and he recited (the passage), but the recitation became 
difficult for him. Then when he finished, he said: Perhaps you recite behind 
your imam? We replied: Yes, it is so, Messenger of Allah. He said: Do not do so 
except when it is Fatihat al-Kitab, (Surah Fatiha) for he who does not recite it is 
not credited with having prayed.  Sunan Abi Dawud 823 

In another narration; 
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Abu Huraira ra reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: He who said his 
prayer, but did not recite the opening chapter of al-Kitab, his prayer is 
incomplete. He repeated it thrice. Sahih Muslim 395 

The narrator said that we asked Abu Huraira ra that even when we are behind 
an imam, we should still recite Fatiha? He replied yes, you read it in your heart.  
 
We learn from Ahadith that when imam recite Fatiha louder or quietly, we 
should recite it in our heart (quietly), just surah al Fatiha.  
 

Anas ra reported: holy prophet pbuh lead prayer and after completing his 
Salah, he asked his companions ra, ‘do you do qira’at (recite Quran) behind 
your imam while he is reciting Quran? Everybody stayed quiet, holy prophet 
pbuh asked this three times.  Then we said yes we do recite. Prophet Pbuh said 
do not do that, just recite Surah al Fatiha in your heart. Musnid Ahmad 410 

 

We learn from Ahadith that when imam recites Fatiha louder or quietly, we 
should recite surah al Fatiha in our heart (quietly).  
 
We learn from Ahadith that when we read Salah alone then we must recite 
surah al Fatiha.  
 

 How Surah Al Fatiha should be recited in our Salah?
 
Holy prophet pbuh used to recite surah al Fatiha with pauses and slowly.  
We should not rush or recite quickly. We should take our time and recite Surah 
Al Fatiha beautifully with proper pronunciation.  
 
Summary 
We must recite Surah Fatiha in every Salah. When behind imam then recite in 
our heart.  
 
May Allah grant us the best understanding, may Allah grant us his closeness 
through Salah, and may our Salah meet us as our friend in our grave. Ameen 

 

 

 


